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suppose Fox and Burke were not in earnest is to suppose
them masters of a solemn and portentous hypocrisy such
as the whole history of politics has rarely produced. The
general complaint against Fox was not that he was too
sparing, but that he was too prodigal with his own senti-
ments in his speeches, that he never acquired the reticence
which is so important a quality in a public man in the
public eye, and that his dangerous eloquence betrayed him
into a risky and inopportune candour. His whole career of
indiscreet enthusiasms is the final answer to the hypothesis
that the indignation with which he described the infamies
done in the name of England, or the appeal he made to the
public opinion of England to redeem that good name, in
one of the finest speeches he ever delivered in the House of
Commons, were merely the stage lighting of simulated
passion, and the gorgeous disguise of party avarice. The
truth is that Fox was never more convinced of anything
in his life than he was of the value of his Bill, and
he looked forward eagerly to that Bill as the justifica-
tion of the Coalition. Nor again is it easy to believe
that all the resonant phrases, with which Burke fed and
inflamed his accumulated anger over the wrongs of Hast-
ings' victims, were nothing more than the rhetoric of
designing faction. That the picture Burke had of India
with its sacred and immemorial antiquities rifled and pro-
faned by men to whom they were common plunder, was
overdrawn may be true, but that it was a wilful imposition,
no spontaneous product but an artificial creation for ends no
more exalted than the aggrandisement of party, is simply
incredible. Of Burke it may truly be said that the story
he had read in the reports to the Committee on Indian
government haunted his mind as incessantly and as sadly
as the wrongs of Calas haunted the mind of Voltaire.
Of Fox's Bills for establishing just and honest government
in India, one was concerned with methods of administration
and was virtually adopted by Pitt a year later, but the other,
the Bill that led to the defeat of the Coalition Government,